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Unit 1 Personal Space

Objectives

Introduction
New Words and Expressions (5 minutes)

Discussion topic: Personal Space in Japan and Other Cultures

PEOPLE & SOCIETY

New Words and Expressions: affect, aggressive, behavior,
comfortable, communicate, ensure, gender, gesture, harmony,
offend, rural, spend time, status, unintended, urban

Greetyour students.

Ask students to make observations about the image on page 11.
Have learners review the “New Words and Expressions”

and attempt to define them in pairs or as a class.

Ask them to predict how the words or expressions might relate to the unit content.

Note that it does not matter whether their predictions are correct or not. It simply aims to
make them speak about their predictions to stimulate their curiosity and make them active.

Optional

Have students go over the words in the Vocabulary Preview section. They should simply check all the words they are
unfamiliar with. Survey the class to find out which words the majority of the class is unfamiliar with. Discuss those
words as they relate to the topic so that students will be prepared for usage of the words in the reading passage. If
time permits, have students make sentences with the words.

Warm-Up (10 minutes)

This section works to engage students’ interest in the unit topic.

As anintroduction to the main idea, this section includes a general prompt for students to
consider.

Before asking students the warm-up questions, ask for volunteers to share their thoughts on
personal space. Ask follow-up questions like: Why is personal space important to you? When do
you need more personal space? How do you feel when someone stands too close? Does personal
space change depending on the person?

Have students look at the warm-up questions:

. How close do you typically stand to a friend? A family member? A stranger?
. Do you hug your friends or family members? Do you shake hands with people?

Tip

Ask learners to work silently at first. Have them read the questions and jot down a few notes (words or phrases)
related to each question. After learners have had the opportunity to silently consider the questions and write notes,
they are better prepared to speak with partners or in small groups. For this unit, the answers focus on student
opinion. There are no wrong answers to these questions. Giving any answer at this stage promotes active listening and
reading later in the unit.
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Before You Read (5 minutes)

LISTENING =

e Have students open their SBs to page 12
and read a paragraph to facilitate
comprehension of the listening and
reading material in the unit. It is usually
best to let them read it silently by
themselves.

|||||

Vocabulary Preview (10 minutes)

e This section presents learners with the
meaning of a vocabulary item.

e Have students go over the words in the
Vocabulary Preview section. They should match the words with the given definitions.

e Check the answers as a class. When checking, discuss how the words relate specifically to the
unit topic.

e [ftime permits, have students make sentences with the words.

Vocabulary Practice (25 minutes)

e This section requires learners to use target words in some way, either pairing items with
synonyms or filling in blanks within given sentences.

e Question 1 (finding synonyms):

a) Before asking students to choose the correct answers, have them look at the words. Ask them
to think of synonyms, or similar words, for each of the given words. This will encourage
students to learn the meanings of each of the words.

b) Then have students choose the word that is similar in meaning to each target word.

e Question 2 (note-taking activity):

a) Before students listen to the audio track, have them look at the chart. This will naturally make
them active listeners (listening for specific information) rather than passive listeners when the
audio track is played.

b) Then listen to the audio track and have students write brief answers for each question as they
listen.

Optional

Before students listen, have them brainstorm possible words or ideas related to personal space. For example, one
section talks about situations where people may feel uncomfortable when others stand too close. Students might
suggest words such as crowded, stranger, family, friend, coworker, comfortable, uncomfortable, close, far, or
distance. List their ideas on the board, and leave the list there for reference while students listen.

Useful Expressions

a) Ask students to read the Useful Expressions on page 13: offend, spend time, and comfortable.
Write the words on the board and have students make example sentences with them.

b) Then ask for volunteers to share their ideas with the class. They can speak their ideas or write
their ideas on the board.
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Reading READING ¥y~

How Close Is Too Close?

How Close Is Too Close? (5 minutes)

e Let students read the text silently by
themselves.

e Have the students time themselves when
reading, and then read again and try to
improve their time.

DISCUSSION

After Reading

Comprehension (5 minutes)

This exercise checks students’ reading comprehension.

a) Students are to complete the chart based on the information presented in the Reading section.

b) Check answers together as a class, then have students use the information from the
graphic organizer to quiz one another on comprehension.

Discussion (10 minutes)

Students willread and consider the questions for discussion.

c) Have students work in pairs to answer one or both of the questions. To fully respond to a
question, students can work together on one of them.

d) Ask pairs to select one person to act as secretary to record notes as the discussion proceeds.
Then, have the other student share their ideas with the class.

e) Students who responded to the other question should develop follow-up questions for the
pairs presenting.

Follow-up Questions
Question 1:
a) How did you react when they stood closer to or farther away?

b) Do you think their behavior was influenced by their culture?
Question 2:

a) Why do you think age might affect personal space?
b) Have attitudes toward personal space changed over time?
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Further Discussion

Writing (15 minutes)

¢ Have students work in pairs. Ask them to write their partner’s name and choose personal space
as the topic.

¢ Have students interview their partner using the questions about the intimate, personal, and
social zones. Encourage them to ask follow-up questions and record their partner’s answers on
the lines provided.

e After the interviews, ask students to report their partner’s opinions and experiences to the class
in complete sentences.

WRITING G ) Sample Response
) 1. Intimate Zone

| allow my family members and a few close friends into my intimate zone. | have
known them for many years, so | feel comfortable being very close to them.
2. Personal Zone

| usually feel comfortable with my classmates at this distance. However, | once felt
uncomfortable when a coworker stood too close while speaking to me. | moved
back slightly because | needed more space.

3. Social Zone

| sometimes move back when a stranger stands too close while asking me a
question. However, | may stand closer in a crowded place or when it is difficult to
hear the other person.

Extension

Put students in groups of four. Have them share what they learned from their partners about the intimate, personal, and
social zones. Encourage students to compare their answers and discuss any similarities or differences. Go around the
classroom and listen to the group discussions. Wrap up the activity by asking volunteers from each group to share one or
two interesting points with the class.
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